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delivered all the letters I conclude it got safe to your hands & 
to it I wish beg leave to refer you. I am now to acquaint you 
that the Gilt Sacrament Cup & Patten together with the Bible 
which was left by Lady Gooch to the College of Wm. & Mary 
are now in my Possession & when the Times will safely permit 
they shall be sent to you as bursar of that Seminary. 

This serves as a cover to an acco' of sales for the 8 Hhds of 
Tobacco the President & Masters were pleased to direct to me 
by the Neptune last voyage, the Nett Proceeds being £87.4.7 is 
placed to their Credit & I trust will prove satisfactory to users 
as one of the Hhds was very indifferent. As you seemed to wish 
for an ace' Curr 1 annually it is enclosed, the Balance in Favor 
of the Gentlemen being £87.37. I trust it will be found right, & 
is at their command. 

Tho I have no positive intimation from Capt. Outram of his 
having had any order for a portion of the College Tob°, yet I 
flatter myself that I am not forgot & I wish particularly that I 
may not, as there is all the appearance of the Liberty's cargo 
arriving to a good Market & it is a pleasure to forward accepta- 
ble acct 8 of Sales. You will do me the Favor to present my 
respectful compliments to the Gentlemen & to accept for your- 
sef my wishes for your health and prosperity. 

I am, dear sir, your very obed 1 Serv', 

Sam 1 Athawes. 
To Robert Miller, Bursar of William and 

Mary College in Williamsburg, in Virginia. 



THE TALIAFERRO FAMILY. 

In the Richmond Critic for November 16, 1889, appeared an 
admirable article on this widely diffused famliy compiled by the 
accomplished genealogist, W. G. Stanard, Secretary of the Vir- 
ginia Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia. Probably the time 
has arrived now for a new statement, though too much credit 
cannot be given to the initial work of Mr. Stanard. 



William and Mary Quarterly 211 

In the correspondence of Mr. Jefferson in the Archives De- 
partment of the Congressional Library, at Washington, there 
are some letters of George Wythe, which are interesting in con- 
nection with the history of the origin of the family. The name 
Taliaferro is said to be of Italian origin, but probably the family 
had been long seated in England before their emigration to 
Virginia. Robert Taliaferro, the emigrant, and all his sons were 
protestants, and in the York county records, where the name 
first appears about 1645, the spelling is sometimes "Toliver," 
showing that the pronunciation was then very much as it is now. 

The first of the family in Virginia was Robert Taliaferro, 
gentleman, who first resided in York county, Virginia. He had 
a grant of land in Gloucester county, in 1655, and in the docu- 
ment his name is written "Toliver." 

The following is the correspondence that passed between 
Mr. Wythe and Mr. Jefferson on the origin of the family. Mr. 
Wythe's interest in the matter was due to the fact that his wife 
at the time — his second wife — was Elizabeth Taliaferro, daugh- 
ter of Col. Richard Taliaferro, of James City county. To be 
noticed is the chirography of these two eminent William and 
Mary alumni. They were full of the reform spirit in everything, 
and by way of protest against the prevailing custom of capi- 
talizing the first letter of every important word, Mr. Jefferson 
used capitals only to mark a paragraph, or a proper name, while 
Mr. Wythe discarded the capital for the first person and used 

a small letter: 

G. W. to T. J. 

My neighbor, Madison, just now, sent to me a pacquet, which i per- 
ceived by the superscription, to have come from you; a favour little de- 
served by one who had not written to you since you crossed the atlantic. 
I will not say what was the cause of this silence; but can swear, that the 
cause was not forgetfulness of you, nor want of good will for you. Be- 
fore i opened the pacquet, observing it to contain books, i hoped to see 
the copy of one, with a cursory reading of which i had then lately been 
delighted. You will know what i mean, when i tell you, that he, who in- 
dulged me with the reading of it, informed me that the author had not 
yet resolved to publish it. I shall rejoice to find myself judged worthy 
one of those copies already printed, if there will be no more. I wish to 
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get the arms of Taliaferro, which, from information, i believe to hare 
been a tuscan family, engraven on a copper-plate, with this motto 01~ 
AOKEIN APIIT01 AAA' EINAI, and the name Richard Talia- 
ferro. But i would not have this done, if it can not be without giving 
you trouble, nor unless you will order to whom here i shall repay the 
cost. Perhaps the motto, taken from Aeschylus ( Enza em 0Y]6a£ Six 
598) wou ld b e sufficient without aptazo^. If 7 ou think so, leave out 
that word. Adieu. 10 Jan. 1786. Williamsburgh. 

G. W. to T. J. 

In a letter, written lately to you, after acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of a pacquet, i begged you, if it would not be inconvenient, 
to procure for me the arms of Taliaferro, engraven on a small cop- 
per plate, with the name Richard Taliaferro, and this motto, taken from 
Eirra sire 8rj6az AtoynAot) 6598. 0u ftoxeco apioxoz aXK etua t 
or without aptOZOZ if y° u think it, omitted, will be understood. In 
this i desire your assistance, because i believe the family to have been 
tuscan, mr. Bellini* having informed me that a district not further dis- 
tant from Florence than 12 or 13 miles bears that name. I also desired 
a copy of the book which i had seen in the hands of your friend M. I 
now beg another favour of you — it is, that you will send a copy of the 
same book to Richard Paul Jodrell, esq.; F. R. S. Berners street, London. 
This liberty requires an apology. Will, that it may begin a correspond- 
ence which i believe, which i almost dare to say i know, will be pleasing 
to both parties, be allowed? It is the only apology which i can make; 
although i have a further reason for asking the favour, which is, that 
such a present, at my request, would be a requital of that gentleman's 
kindness to me. In truth, my dear sir, i have been so free, in a letter, as 
to mention you to him, and propose introducing him to your acquaint- 
ance. Farewell. Williamsburg, 10 februa. 1786. 

T. J. to G. W. 

Your favors of January the 10th and February the 10th came to hand 
on the 20 and 23 of May. I availed myself of the first opportunity which 
occurred, by a gentlman going to England of sending Mr. Jodrell a copy 
of the Notes on our Country, with a line informing him that it was you 
who had emboldened me to take that liberty . 

Immediately on the receipt of your letter I wrote to a correspondent 
at Florence to enquire after the family of Taliaferro as you desired. I 

* Charles Bellini, the first college professor of modern languages in the 
1,'nited States. He was professor in William and Mary from 1779 to 
1803. 
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received his answer two days ago, a copy of which I now enclose. The 
original shall be sent by some other occasion. I will have the copper 
plate immediately engraved. This may be ready within a few days, but 
the probability is that I shall be long getting an opportunity of sending 
it to you, as these rarely occur. You do not mention the size of the plate, 
but presuming it is intended for labels for the inside of books, I shall have 
it made of the proper size for that. I shall omit the word aptffTO^ 
according to the license you allow me, because I think the beauty of a 
motto is, to condense such matter in as few a Words as possible, the word 
omitted will be supplied by every reader Paris, Aug. 13, 1786. 

G. W. to T. J. 

By the letter, which i lately received from you, i find myself indebted 
further for that kind attention to me, to prove which you never suffer an 
apportunity to pass unheeded. I am endeavouring to satisfy the inquiry 
of the Taliaferris, near Florence, about their emigrant kinsman, accord- 
ing to mr. Fabbroni's desire, at present i incline to think that this person 
was he whom Buchanan, rerum scoticarum lib. xiii. e. 41, mentions, call- 
ing him Laurentium Taliaferreo, virum probum et doctum, et pueris regiis; 
and that one of his posterity, rather than himself, was founder of the 
Virginian family, for the year 1500, or between it and 1515, was the 
time when this Laurence was in Scotland. Peter Carr attends the pro- 
fessors of natural and moral philosophy and mathematics, is learning the 
french and Spanish languages,* and with me reads Aeschylus and Horace, 
one day, and Herodotus and Cicero's orations, the next, and moreover ap- 
plies to arithmetic, the pleasure, which he gives me, will be greater, if 
you approve of the course, or will recommend another, i think him sen- 
sible and discreet, and in a fair way of being learned, to which one great 
encouragement, both of him, and many others of our youth, is the speci- 
men of its utility which they admire in one of their countrymen in 
another quarter of the globe his notes on Virginia, whatever he writes, 

* The professors in the college at this time were George Wythe, Pro- 
fessor of Law and Police; James Madison, President and Professor of 
Natural and Moral Philosophy; Robert Andrews, Professor of Mathe- 
matics, and Charles Bellini, Professor of Modern Languages. Mr. Jeffer- 
son had, when a member of the Board, substituted modern languages for 
ancient languages, and it seems that Judge Wythe privately supplied the 
deficiency. The following appeared in the Virginia Gazette for July, 1787 : 
"I purpose in October when the next course of lectures on Law and Police 
will commence, to open a school for reading some of the high Latin and 
Greek classics and of the approved English poets and prose writers, and 
also for exercises in arithmetic. — George Wythe." 
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says, or thinks, is eagerly sought after; and this not by youth alone — his 
sentiments are most earnestly desired on the grand subject of the in- 
closed act by the oldest (except one) of the commissioners appointed by 
it, who supposes that he cannot be directed so well by any other luminary, 
you must have advanced money for me. let me know the amount, and 
whether by a draught on a merchant in London, or in what other manner 
i shall discharge it. on these terms, (but not else) i wish you to send 
to me Polybius and Vitruvius. Adieu. Williamsburgh, 13 decemb. 1786. 

T. J. to G. W. 

I am now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of Dec. the 13th 
and 22d 1786 and of Jan. 1787 ... I sent you formerly the docu- 
ments on the Tagliaferro family which I have received from Mr. Febroni. 
I now send the originals. I have proved for you a copy of Polybius, the 
best edition ; but the best edition of Vitruvius, which is with the com- 
mentaries of Ticinus, is not to be got here. I have sent to Holland for it. 
In the meantime, the Polybius comes in a box containing books for Peter 
Carr,§ and for some of my friends in Williamsburg and its vicinities . . . 
Paris, Sept 16, 1787. 

(To be continued.) 



BIBLE RECORD OF HUDSON, GILMER, ETC. 
Christopher Hudson was a captain in the American Revolu- 
tion. His daughter Elizabeth married George Gilmer, and was 
mother of Hon. Thomas W. Gilmer, Governor Virginia. There 
is a Bible, owned by Mr. Frank Gilmer, of Charlottesville, with 
the following entries. "Bought by Christopher Hudson, 1803. 
Cost $10.00." 

"Marriages. 

"Christopher Hudson & Sarah Anderson Mar 19th, 1763. 
"George Gilmer & Elizabeth A. Hudson May 5th, 1801. 
"Sarah Eliza Gilmer & Sam Tompkins May 29th, 1825. 
""Colin C. Spiller & Georgeanna Gilmer April 5th, 1829. 
■"George C. Gilmer & Leeanna D. Lewis August 24th, 183 1. 

§ Peter Carr was a son of Dabney Carr, who married Mr. Jefferson's 
sister. Dabney Carr died early, but not until he had made his name hi»- 
torical by connecting it in 1773 with the Committees of Correspondence. 



